
 

 

 
May 15, 2020 
 
 
Dear Cheektowaga-Sloan Parents & Families, 
 
I am writing to inform you that the final day of instruction for all students in grades PreK-12 will 
be on Friday, June 12, 2020.  This date will be considered our final student day which means 
that remote learning will conclude on this day.  We waited until today to inform all parents and 
families about our final student day in order to be confident that the Governor and New York 
State Education Department would not be requiring us to do something different than in past 
years with setting the final student day.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to inform all parents and families that we will be using 
the Cheektowaga-Sloan District-wide Rubric to assess all students for the Fourth Quarter/3rd 
Trimester.  We worked very hard as a District to determine how we could fairly and equitably 
assess student learning during a time when students were at home and not able to learn in a 
traditional classroom with their teachers.  We want to ensure that students who put forth 
tremendous initiative and effort are acknowledged and rewarded for exceeding expectations 
during the time of distance learning.  As an example, in those instances, students will receive an 
“EE” (Exceeds Expectations) for their final grade.  An assessment mark of “ME”  (Meets 
Expectations) and “BE” (Below Expectations) will apply for students who either met 
expectations during this time or who fell below expectations.  I have included the Rubric below 
for your reference.   
 

Cheektowaga-Sloan UFSD Fourth Quarter/3rd Trimester Rubric 
Prekindergarten through 12th Grade 

 
Below Expectations (BE) Meets Expectations (ME) Exceeds Expectations (EE) 

Attempts to reach the student 
and/or family were not 
successful or contact was 
made with the student/family, 
but the student attempted few 
or no instructional materials. 

There was successful contact 
with the student and/or 
family.  The student was able 
to access the instructional 
materials and attempted to 
complete and/or participate in 
some assignments. 

There was successful contact 
with the student and/or 
family.  The student was able 
to access the instructional 
materials and attempted to 
complete and/or participate in 
most/all assignments.  

 



 

 

Please note that for students in grades 6-12, in order to calculate the most equitable cumulative 
final average, we will be averaging the first three quarters to obtain a final numerical grade.  
Teachers worked extremely hard to give all students the best opportunity to submit late work and 
demonstrate improvement.  To that end, we extended the close of the 3rd quarter, allowing all 
learners the opportunity to turn in work for the best possible grade.   
 
Please know that while the Fourth Quarter and 3rd Trimester are being assessed using the Rubric 
above, all teachers have been asked to use these assessments in the fall to understand how 
students performed during distance learning.  We also value the efforts put forth by our students, 
and how dedicated they were to maintaining ongoing communication and involvement with their 
teachers and other staff.  
 
In addition, we are in the process of developing a safe and effective way to return all personal 
belongings to our students PreK-12.  This is an extensive task given the restrictions that we are 
under with the Governor’s Order and Pause Order that remain in place.  We are creating specific 
plans for each school so that we can ensure all students have received their items back and are 
able to return items to school that may be necessary for us to collect.  One example of items that 
will need to be collected is the paper-based learning materials that were completed by students in 
grades PreK-8.  Once specific plans are developed for each school, we will inform parents and 
families.  We anticipate that this may be during the week of June 8, but will confirm once the 
plan is finalized. 
 
Finally, I would like to inform all of our families that we will continue to provide daily meals at 
Theodore Roosevelt as well as childcare each day through June 26, 2020.  We wanted to extend 
these opportunities to our families until this date even though our final student day will be on 
June 12, 2020.  We hope that you find this helpful to you and your families during this time of 
continued PAUSE in the Western New York area. 
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to any of your child’s teachers, or the Building Principals, if 
you have any questions at all.  We are here to continue to work with all parents, students and 
families.  Please continue to stay safe and well. 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrea L. Galenski 


